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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thomas et 
al. (US 5666654). 

Claim 1, Thomas discloses an electronic program guide providing device (Fig. 
1) comprising: 

an editing means (Fig. 1, el. 20; Fig. 4) for editing electronic program 
information; 

an electronic program information storage means (Fig. 1 , el. 90) for storing 
the electronic program information edited by said editing means; 

a table generation means (Fig. 1, el. 40; Fig. 5; Col. 8, lines 47-65+) for 
generating an electronic program guide table by using the electronic program 
information stored in said electronic program information storage means, said device 
(1 12) providing the generated electronic program guide table; 

When updating the electronic program information stored in said electronic 
program information storage means (Col. 5, lines 67-Col. 6, lines 65), said editing 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,961 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2611 

means generating update information on the updating of the electronic program 
information (Col. 7, lines 54-Col. 8, lines 9); and 

Said table generation means updating the electronic program guide table 
based on said update information generated by said editing means by using the 
electronic program information stored in said electronic program information storage 
means (Col. 8, lines 47-Col. 11, lines 21). 

Claim 2, Thomas further discloses wherein said device further includes an 
update information storage means (Fig. 1 , el. 90) for storing the update information 
generated by said editing means (Fig. 4 and Col. 8, lines 2-9), and wherein, when 
updating the electronic program information stored in said electronic program 
information storage means, said editing means (Fig. 4) stores the update information 
on the updating of the electronic program information in said update information 
storage means (Col. 8, lines 2-9), and said table generation means generates the 
electronic program guide table based on the update information stored in said 
update information storage means by using the electronic program information 
stored in said electronic program information storage means (Col. 8, lines 47-Col. 
11, lines 21). 

Claim 3, Thomas further discloses wherein said electronic program guide 
table consists of a plurality of electronic program information tables each of which 
corresponds to the type of electronic program information included therein, and said 
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table generation means determines which electronic program information table has 
to be updated based on the update information on the updating of the electronic 
program information and updates only one or more electronic program information 
tables that need to be updated (Col. 5, lines 60-Col. 6, lines 62). 

Claim 4, Thomas further discloses wherein said electronic program guide 
table consists of a plurality of electronic program information tables each of which 
corresponds to the type of electronic program information included therein, and said 
table generation means determines which electronic program information table has 
to be updated based on the update information on the updating of the electronic 
program information, and updates only one or more electronic program information 
tables that need to be updated (Col. 5, lines 60-Col. 6, lines 62). 

Claim 5, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
updates only one or more electronic program information tables that need to be 
updated at predetermined intervals (Col. 8, lines 47-65+). 

Claim 6, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
updates only one or more electronic program information tables that need to be 
updated at predetermined intervals (Col. 7, lines 3-65+). 
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Claim 7, "wherein said table generation means sets the length of 
predetermined intervals at which only one or more electronic program information 
tables that need to be updated are updated according to a sending frequency of an 
electronic program information table with the largest sending frequency" is met by 
Thomas (Col. 9, lines 19-37) because the updating process according to the largest 
sending frequency would also update the EPG information tables that have the 
smallest sending frequency- 
Claim 8, "wherein said table generation means sets the length of 
predetermined intervals at which only one or more electronic program information 
tables that need to be updated are updated according to a sending frequency of an 
electronic program information table with the largest sending frequency" is met by 
Thomas (Col. 9, lines 19-37) because the updating process according to the largest 
sending frequency would also update the EPG information tables that has the 
smallest sending frequency. 

Claim 9, "wherein said table generation means sets the length of 
predetermined intervals at which each of one or more electronic program information 
tables that need to be updated is updated according to a sending frequency of each 
of the one or more electronic program information tables" is further met by Thomas 
(Col. 9, lines 50-Col. 10, lines 5). 
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Claim 10, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means sets 
the length of predetermined intervals at which each of one or more electronic 
program information tables that need to be updated is updated according to a 
sending frequency of each of the one or more electronic program information tables 
(Col. 8, lines 47-65). 

Claim 1 1 , Thomas further discloses wherein said device includes a plurality of 
editing means (Fig. 4), and each of said plurality of editing means inspects update 
information generated by any other editing means stored in said update information 
storage means (Col. 7, lines 54-Col. 8, lines 46). 

Claim 12, Thomas further discloses wherein said update information storage 
means stores histories of the update information generated by said editing means, 
and said editing means restores the electronic program information stored in said 
electronic program information storage means to the state it was prior to any 
updating done by said editing means with reference to the histories of the update 
information stored in said update information storage means If necessary (Fig. 8; 
Col. 8, lines 9-46 and Col. 12, lines 28-61). 

Claim 13, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
determines whether the updating of the electronic program information done by said 
editing means causes something wrong in the generation of the electronic program 
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guide table, when determining so, notifies said editing means that there causes 
something wrong in the generation of the electronic program guide table, and 
invalidates the updating of the electronic program information (Fig. 8; Col. 8, lines 9- 
46 and Col. 12, lines 28-61). 

Claim 14, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
determines whether the updating of the electronic program information done by said 
editing means causes something wrong in the generation of the electronic program 
guide table, when determining so, notifies said editing means that there causes 
something wrong in the generation of the electronic program guide table, and urges 
said editing means to re-edit the electronic program information (Fig. 8; Col. 8, lines 
9-46 and Col. 12, lines 28-61). 

Claim 15, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
determines whether the updating of the electronic program information done by said 
editing means causes something wrong in the generation of the electronic program 
guide table, when determining so, notifies said editing means that there causes 
something wrong in the generation of the electronic program guide table, and 
restores the electronic program information stored in said electronic program 
information storage means to the state it was prior to the updating of the electronic 
program information with reference to the histories of the update information stored 
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in said update information storage means (Fig. 8; Col. 8, lines 9-46 and Col. 12, 
lines 28-61). 

Claim 16, Thomas further discloses wherein said device includes a plurality of 
table generation means (Fig. 1 , el. 40) for generating the electronic program guide 
table while sharing a load of generating the electronic program guide table (Col. 8, 
lines 47-Col. 10, lines 20). 

Claim 17, Thomas further discloses wherein said device includes a plurality of 
table generation means (Fig. 1 , el. 40) for generating the electronic program guide 
table while sharing a load of generating the electronic program guide table (Col. 8, 
lines 47-Col. 10, lines 20). 

Claim 18, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
provides the generated electronic program guide table at predetermined intervals, 
and, when updating the electronic program guide table, provides the electronic 
program guide table updated at the same time that it updates the electronic program 
guide table (Col. 12, lines 27-61). 

Claim 19, Thomas further discloses wherein said table generation means 
provides the generated electronic program guide table at predetermined intervals, 
and, when updating the electronic program guide table, provides the electronic 
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program guide table updated at the same time that it updates the electronic program 
guide table (Col. 12, lines 27-61). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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